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gies for the improvement both of himself and of his
outward circumstances, to do for himself and other
creatures   vastly  more   than   God had   in the first
instance done, the Being who called him into exist-
ence  would deserve   something very different from
thanks at his hands.    Of course it may be said that
this very  capacity  of improving himself and   the
world was given to him by God, and that the change
which  he   will  be   thereby   enabled  ultimately   to
effect in human existence will be worth purchasing
by the sufferings and wasted lives   of entire geolo-
gical periods.    This may be so ; but to suppose that
God could not have* given him these blessings at a
less frightful cost, is to make a very strange suppo-
sition concerning the Deity.    It is to suppose that
God could not, in the first instance, create anything
better than a Bosjesman   or an Andaman islander,
or something still lower ; and yet was able to endow
the  Bosjesman or  the Andaman  islander with the
power of raising himself into a Newton or a Eenelon.
"We certainly do not know the nature of the barriers
which limit the divine omnipotence; but it is a very
odd notion of them that ihej enable the  Deity to
confer on  an  almost bestial   creature the power of
producing by a succession of efforts what God him-
self had no other means of creating.

Such are the indications of Natural Eeligion in